
 
 
 

FUNCAT Symposium 
December 4-5, 2025 

Mülheim Chemistry Campus 
Large Lecture Hall, MPI für Kohlenforschung & Atrium, MPI for Chemical Energy Conversion

 
 
Day 1 – Thursday, December 4 
 

8:30 – 9:00 AM Registra2on & Coffee 
9:00 – 9:15 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks – Walter Leitner and Graham Hutchings 
9:15 – 9:40 AM Joseph Cartwright (Cardiff University) 

Forma&on of Au (III) Salts with Applica&on as Catalyst Precursors to Acetylene 
Hydrochlorina&on 

9:40 – 10:05 AM Kasia Skorupska (FHI) 
Interface Engendering for Hydrogena&on Reac&on Catalyst 

10:05 – 10:30 AM Jonathan Mauß (MPI für Kohlenforschung) 
A Heterogenized Molecular Catalyst for the Gas-Phase Cyclotrimeriza&on of Acetylene to 
Benzene 

10:30 – 11:00 AM Coffee Break 
11:00 – 11:25 AM Nicholas Dummer (Cardiff University) 

FUNCAT Update 
11:25 AM – 11:50 PM Özgül Agbaba (MPI für Kohlenforschung) 

Mechanochemistry at Scale- Produc&on of high performance materials 
11:50 – 12:15 PM Rhea Patel (Cardiff University) 

The Selec&ve Cataly&c Reduc&on of Acetylene with PdAg/Alumina Catalysts 
12:15 – 1:30PM Lunch Break (Atrium at MPI CEC) 
1:30 – 1:55 PM Anna Sco_ (MPI CEC) 

Bimetallic PdM Nanopar&cles for the Direct Synthesis of H2O2 
1:55 – 2:20 PM Samuel Pa`sson (Cardiff University) 

The pH dependant stabilisa&on and interphase coupling of Pd species during alcohol 
oxida&on 

2:20 – 2:45 PM Vanessa J. Bukas (FHI) 
Ques&ons of selec&vity in electrocatalysis 

2:45 – 3:10 PM Sana Khalid (Cardiff University) 
Understanding Catalyst Prepara&on via Electron Microscopy for Carbon Dioxide 
Conversion 

3:10 – 3:25 PM Coffee Break 
3:25 – 3:50 PM Haifeng Qi (Cardiff University) 

Two-stage deac&va&on mechanism of Cu-Zn catalysts 
3:50 – 4:15 PM Peter McNeice (MPI CEC) 

Gel Materials for Catalysis and Sustainable Chemistry 
4:15 – 4:40 PM Yoshihiro Goto (Cardiff University) 

Synthesis of AuxCuPd/ZnO catalysts and the effect of Au loading on the cataly&c 
hydrogena&on of CO2 to methanol 

4:40 – 5:05 PM Poster Flask Talks 
5:05 – 6:05 PM PI Planning mee2ng for FUNCAT renewal (?) – Office Marion Tiedtke, MPI CEC 
5:05 – 7:30 PM Poster Session & Buffet Dinner (Dinner star2ng at 6pm) – Atrium at MPI CEC 



 
 
 
Day 2 – Friday, December 5 
 

8:30 – 9:00 AM Coffee & Networking 
9:00 – 9:25 AM Sihana Ahmedi (MPI CEC) 

Magne&cally Induced Iron-Catalyzed Hydrodeoxygena&on of Benzylic Esters and Polyesters 
9:25 – 09:50 AM Zhongwei Lu (Cardiff University) 

Determining Cu-based single-atom alloys for CO2 hydrogena&on to alcohols via DFT 
modeling and local paSern discovery 

09:50 – 10:15 AM Liqun Kang (MPI CEC) 
Ni-Induced Structural Transforma&on and Fe Coordina&on Modula&on in NiFe 
Oxyhydroxides for Efficient Oxygen Evolu&on 

10:15 – 10:30 AM Coffee Break 
10:30 – 11:30 AM Discussion / Planning FUNCAT renewal 
11:30 PM Lunch & Departure – Atrium at MPI CEC 

 
 


